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UBRARY 


ASHBOURNE  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 

Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer’  of  Health 
for  the  year  ended  31st  December.  1949. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  *of  the 
Ashbourne  Urban  District  Council. 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  the  Annual 
Report  on  the  health,  sanitary  circumstances,  vital  statistics  and 
various  activities  of  the  Health  Department  for  the  year  ended  1949. 

Statistics  of  the  Area. 


Area  - 1075  acres; 

Estimated  number  of  inhabited  houses  - 1,680, 
Rateable  Value  - £33,338; 

Production  of  the  penny  rate  - £130. 
Population  - 5,190. 


Extract  fr.om  Vital  Statistics  of  the  Year. 


Births. 


Legitimate 

Illegitimate 


Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

51. 

U5. 

96. 

47. 

44. 

91. 

4. 

ilation  - 
i - 16.7. 

i. 

17.4. 

5. 

Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

33. 

31. 

64. 

1. 

1. 

2. 

1. 

1. 

2. 

*■"  • 

1. 

1. 

Deaths. 

Still  Births  (Legitimate). 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year 
of  age  (Legitimate). 

Deaths  of  In  ants  under  one  year 
of  age  (illegitimate). 

Death  rate  per  1000  of  the  civilian  population  - 11.6. 

Average  Death  rate  for  England  and  Wales  - 11.7. 

Natural  increase  of  population  (excess  of  births  over  deaths) 
Number  of  persons  dying  in  consequence  of  childbirth  - 1. 
Number  of  persons  dying  from  Puerpural  sepsis  - 0. 

Number  of  persons  dying  from  other  maternal  causes  - '0. 
Average  Infantile  mortality  rate  for  England  and  Wales  per 
1000  or  the  civilian  population  - 32. 


Males. 


Females. 
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Deaths  from  selected  causes. 

Cancer  all  ages. 

Measles. 

Heart  Disease. 

Whooping  Cough, 

Influenza. 

Diphtheria. 

Diphtheria  Immunisation. 

Number  of  children  immunised  during  the  year,  under  five 
years  of  age  - 82. 

Number  of  children  immunised  during  the  year,  from  five 
to  fourteen  years  of  age  - 11. 

Approximate  number  of  children  in  the  area  - 1248. 
Approximate  number  of  children  in  the  area 
under  five  years  of  age  - 450. 

Approximate  number  of  children  in  the  area 
from  five  to  fourteen  years  of  age  - 798. 

Cases  of  Diphtheria  reported  during  the  year  - 0. 
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- 32. 


Total. 

9 

18 
1 
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Evidence  of  and  control  over  Infectious  and  other  Diseases. 


Disease.' 

Cases  notified. 

Cases  admitted 
to  Hospital. 

Deaths. 

Scarlet  Fever. 

■“*  • 

•"'t 

Infantile  Paralysis. 

> ' _ 

• 

Erysipelas. 

12. 

***  t 

Measles. 

12. 

***  • 

Pneumonia, 

10. 

1* 

Whooping  Cough, 

32. 

Puerpural  Pyrexia. 
Tuberculosis. 

**  • 
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It  has  not  been  necessary  to  take  any  action  under  the 

Public  Health  (Prevention  of  Tuberculosis)  Regulation  1925  or 

‘under  Section  172  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936. 

New  cases  and  mortality  during  19491- 

Respiratory.  Non-Respiratory.  . Deaths. 

4.  ' 1.  . 2. 

WATER  SUPPLY.  * “ 

The  average  daily  consumption  of  water  during  the  year  was 
215,347  gallons,-  which  is  equivalent  to-  38.48  gallons  per  head  per 
day.  This  includes  water  supplied  to  the  Darley  Moor  Displaced 
Persons  camp,  and  converted  camp  buildings  now  used  for  temporary 
housing  purposes. 

• 

There  has  been  a tendency  for  the  water  consumption  to  increase 
duping  the  year,  and  this  is  probably  due  to  the  use  of  modern 
sanitary  appliances  in  all  new  houses  erected,  and  the  installation 
of  washing  machines  etc., 

The  3’-  water  main -in  Derby  Road  has  been  extended  in  order  to 
supply  water  for  the  development  of  the  Roadmeadow  Estate, 

• The  water  supply  is ‘from  the  same  source  as  in  previous  years. 

The  result  of  chemical  analysis  and  bacteriological  examination  has 
shown  the  water  to  be  of  satisfactory  quality  for  drinking  purposes. 

■ A breakdown  occurred’  on  No,  1 borehole  pump  at  Rodsley  Pumping 
Station,  during  the  Spring  of  the  year.  This  meant  that  the  quantity 
of  water  obtained  from  -No.  2,  Pump  was  not  sufficient  to  maintain  the 
town  requirements,  and  in  consequence  of 'this  th©  public  responded  to 
the  Council’s  appeal  for  economy  in  the  use  of  water  during  the 
breakdown,  A submersible  borehole  pump  was  purchased  and  installed 
during  the  period  the  permanent  borehole  pump  was  overhauled. 

The  Venturi  meters  at  Rodsley  Pumping  Station  and  Derby  Road 
Waterworks  have  been  overhauled  during  the  year. 

The  whole  of  the  supply  of  water  is  Softened  by  the  Base  Exchange 
process,  and  following  recent  repairs  the  plant  has  continued  to  work 
satisfactorily, 

• The  rainfall  recorded !' during  the  year  was  27*  68  inches,  as 
compared  with  34* 13  inches  for  the  previous  year, 

SEWERAGE  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL. 

No  additions  or  extensions  have  been  carried  out  at  the  Sewage 
Disposal  Works  during  the  year. 

The  average  daily  engine  hours  pumping  at  the  works  during  the 
year,  was  12,00  hours;  and  the  average  quantity  of  sewage  pumped  and 
treated  per  day  was  248,800  gallons. 

The  result  of  a chemical  analysis  carried  out  by  the  County  Medical 
Officer  of  Health,  proved  the  effluent  to  be  entirely  satisfactory. 
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SEWERAGE  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL  (CONT. ) 


During  the. year  an  extension  has  been  carried  out  to  the  sewer 
in  the  Derby  Road  area;  a total- length  of  I»260  lineal  yards  of  9" 
sewer  have  been”  laid,  and  this  will  provide  drainage  for  houses  not 
on  the  conservancy  system,  and  for  further  development  in  this  area. 
Thirty  existing  houses  will  be  connected  to  this  sewer  extension 
early  In  1950. 

LEGISLATION. 


No  Local  Acts;  Special  Orders;  Adoption  Acts  or  Byelaws 
relating  to  Public  Health,  came  into  force  during  the  year. 

HOUSING. 

Continued  progress  has  been  made  in  the  erection  of  houses  on  the 
Council' s Park  Land  Estate,  Twenty-two  three-bedroom  type  houses 
have  been  erected  during  the  year  on  the  Council' s Park  Land  Housing 
Estate,  and  four  new  houses  have  been  completed  and  occupied  during 
that  period,  by  private  enterprise. 

The  Council  have  received  an  allocation  from  the  Ministry  of 
Health,  to  erect  fifty  houses  during  the  ensuing  year,  five  of  these 
have  been  allocated  to  private  enterprise. 

During  the  year  five  houses  were  net  proceeded  with  on  the  Third 
Contract  of  the  Park  Land  Housing  Scheme,  due  to  bad  site  conditions. 

It  is,  therefore,  proposed  to  carry  these  forward  and  invite  tenders 
for  the  erection  of  fifty  houses  during  1950,  eight  of  which  will  be 
tv/o  bedroom  type  houses,  and  forty-two  of  the  three  bedroom  type 
dwellings.  A further  15*856  acres  of  land  adjacent  to  the  existing 
Housing  Site  in  Park  Road,  have  been  acquired,  in  order  to  provide 
for  the  erection  of  one  hundred  and  thirty  four  houses.  It  is  the 
wish  of  the  Council  to  erect  a cheaper  type  of  house,  in  order  that 
they  may  be  let  at  a rental  within  the  means  of  the  majority  of 
applicants;  and  with  this  in  view  the  Council  have  submitted  plans 
for  approval  to  the  Ministry  of  Health. 

The  Council  have  adopted  a Points  scheme  for  the  allocation  of 
houses,  and  this  has  been  revised , during  the  year.  The  classification 
of  all  applications  for  houses  has  been  carried  out,  and  there  is  at 
present  a waiting  list  of  370  applicants. 

Seven  licences  for  the  erection  of  new  houses  have  been  issued 
during  the  year. 

MEAT  INSPECTION. 

Two  slaughterhouses  are  in  use  by  the  Ministry  of  Pood,  for  the 
slaughter  of  animals  required  in  Asjibcurne  and  District. 

Carcases  are  regularly  inspected  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector,  and 
condemnation  notes  issued  for  meat  which  is  of  unsatisfactory  quality 
for  human  consumption. 


Details  as  to  carcases  inspected  and  condemned  during  the  year, 
are  as  follows :- 


Cattle 

Excluding 

Cows. 

Calves. 

Sheep 

and 

Pigs. 

Cows, 

Number  killed.  2. 

602. 

576. 

Lambs. 

1169. 

CO 

-ct 

Number  Inspected.  2. 

602. 

576. 

1169. 

48. 

All  Diseases  except  T.  B. 

Whole  carcases  condemned.  -. 

4* 

17. 

1. 

1. 

1714.  lbs. 

513.  lbs. 

63. lbs. 

196.  lbs, 

Carcases  of  which  some  -. 

35. 

25. 

13. 

1. 

part  was  condemned. 

2772.  lbs. 

479.  lbs. 

242. lbs. 

8.  lbs 

3 


MEAT  INSPECTION  (CONT,  ) 


Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than 
tuberculosis. 

Tuberculosis  only. 

Whole  darcases  condemned. 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  was  condemned* 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
tuberculosis. 


Cattle 

Excluding 

Cows. 

Cows.  Calves. 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs. 

Pigs, 

• 

6. 5%  7. 3% 

1.2% 

4.2% 

v 

mmt  m 

16,  ~. 
9,000. lbs. 

*“  • 

• 

4, 

215.  lbs. 

3.3% 

FOOD  INSPECTION, 


During  the  year  quantities  of  tinned  food  have  been  inspected 
at  the  various  food  premises  in  the  district,  and  condemnation  notes 
issued  for  any  unsound  food.  ° es 


RIVERS  AND  STREAMS. 


The  Council  still  await  the  sanction  of  the  Ministry  of  Health 
to  the  raising  of  a loan  required  to  carry  out  the  scheme  for  Flood 
Alleviation, 


PUBLIC  CLEAN SING, 


The  Council  continue  to  coll 
properties  in  their  District,  and 
Refuse  Destructor, 


ect  house  refuse  weekly  from  all 
this  is  disposed  of  in  a Meldrum 


House  is  sorted  for  materials  such  as  tins,  rags,  bones, 

ottles,  and  rubber,  which  is  still  required  for  salvage.  Tins  are 
baled  m a hydraulic  press.  * 

tr  the  salvage  of  waste  paper  was  discontinued,  due 

to  the  difficulties  of  disposing  of  same  to  the  merchants, 

dairies,  cow- SHEDS  AND  MILK-SHOPS . 

Whni  Ooo?rernar2  thirteeJ?  Retail  Purveyors  of  Milk,  and  eighteen 
Vholesale  Traders,  on  the  register.  Inspections  have  been  regularly 
carried  out  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  and  notices  served  where 
necessary,  to  cleanse  and  limewash  premises, 

FACTORIES  AND  WORKSHOPS . 

The  Sanitary  Inspector  has  received  various  notices  from  H.M. 
Inspector  of  Factories,  chiefly  in  connection  with  Factory  and 
Workshops,  Bakehouses . etc.  The  complaints  have  been  investigated 
ana  the  necessary  notices  served.  Lists  of  outworkers  have  been 
submitted  in  February  and  August,  as  required  by  the  Factories  Act, 
iy.5 1 • y 


I have  the  honour  to  be.  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 
Your  obedient  Servant, 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


June,  1950. 
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